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Transit, pedestrian, and bicycle networks should maximize access and
mobility to provide alternatives and reduce dependence upon the auto-
mobile.

“Transit Corridors”, oriented to transit stops, when properly planned
and coordinated, can help organize urban development and revitalize
existing commercial centers. Transit corridors should be developed by
providing transit stops and greater concentrations of commercial and
residential uses along corridors, such as particular arterial streets, in
order to minimize transit travel times and maximize ridership.

Mixed-use centers, with higher residential and commercial densities, should provide for transit stops — permitting
public transit to become a viable alternative to the automobile.

Linear open space should be developed along major transportation corridors such as the Beltway (all portions) and
Antelope Valley. 

The Beltways should become multi-use corridors which will include four
lanes of roadway, trails and pedestrian facilities, linear open spaces integrat-
ed into development and open space patterns in the development of
Lincoln, utility corridors, and a potential route for alternative transportation
modes.   The beltway will not dictate the future –  it is the community
through its adopted plans that determines future growth patterns and form.

Streets and public spaces should be safe, comfortable, and interesting to the
pedestrian.  Properly configured, they encourage walking and enable neighbors to know each other and protect their
communities.  The street network should facilitate calm traffic conditions, provide multiple connections within and
between neighborhoods, using neighborhood development aspects such as four way intersections of residential
streets, multiple connections to arterial streets, and reduced block lengths.

Strip commercial development along transportation corridors is discouraged. 

Preserve and enhance entryway corridors into Lincoln and Capitol View Corridors. 

URBAN DESIGN AND PUBLIC ART

The American cities generally regarded as especially attractive, such as Charleston, Boston, San Francisco,
Savannah, and New Orleans, are older communities with a strong sense of cohesiveness and space.  These cities had
the advantage that distinctive parts of their fabrics were constructed in previous eras where there were fewer building
materials and techniques available, and stronger architectural traditions.  In Lincoln, Haymarket and several older
neighborhoods demonstrate similar cohesiveness.  Today, technology offers much more variety in building materials
and techniques.  Many contemporary buildings are thought of as “products” that have a more limited economic life.
The automobile has generated huge new space and functional demands.  All of these factors make it more difficult
for communities today to develop and redevelop in an attractive, cohesive manner.

Most cities, including Lincoln, protect their cultural/architectural heritage through formal historic preservation
efforts.  Lincoln has taken further steps to protect and promote a positive physical character through special design
requirements that protect the environs and views of the State Capitol Building -- our community’s signature urban
design asset -- and that encourage compatible infill in its older neighborhoods.  The Capitol Environs Commission is
unique in that its membership includes city and state appointees, and its authority extends to all public and private
projects within its district, including State projects.  Its authority to identify and project important public vistas to the
Capitol should be strengthened.
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The accompanying image
displays how these multi-
ple development princi-
ples can be integrated
together. It includes prin-
ciples such as: 

1 Mix of office, retail
and service uses

2 Floodplain preserved
as open space, ballfields,
trails, conservation areas

3 Natural environmental-
ly sensitive areas pre-
served such as existing
wetlands preserved &
integrated into the devel-
opment

4 Connected green space;
encourage linear connect-
ed green spaces as much
as possible

5 Transit stops integrated
into commercial center,
near arterial and near area
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